Sustainable City Development Conference, Malmö 2007


Best Sustainable City Development Practice in the North Sea and Baltic Region
Jury assessment 2007-09-13
Background:
City developments in the Nordic Sea and Baltic region have been assessed according to several criteria and 8 projects have been nominated for the Award. A criterion for nomination was state of the art in terms of goals, technical innovation, implementation of environmental and socio-economic sound solutions, and accomplished results towards achieving sustainable city development. Assessment of results, transparency and transferability of implemented solutions were also assessed.

The jury consisted of international experts in the field of sustainable building and city development:
· Rie Oehlenschlæger, from Denmark

· Howard Liddell, from UK

· Ronald Rovers, from The Netherlands

· Ivana Kildsgaard, from Sweden

The jury has evaluated the nominated projects according to the following criteria:
· social sustainability of the development

· economic sustainability of the development

· environmental sustainability of the development

· attractiveness of the development and possibility for mainstreaming the concepts and solutions

Alongside these criteria, two other criteria were considered:

· set goals for the development

· achieved results

Following are the comments from the jury:

In reaching their conclusion the jury took into account the extent to which projects covered all aspects of sustainability. The jury considers it very important to have a holistic approach in setting up the goals for a city development, having full range of sustainability addressed and results documented. A number of nominated projects concentrated only on a single aspect and missed giving evidence to the rest. 
The jury emphasizes the importance on focusing both on renovation and new building, and in both cases values highly architectural quality. We are faced today with a high percentage of the existing building stock, and therefore most of our work in the future will be renovation and upgrading. 

The jury has short listed 3 projects from the initial 8 and these are:

1. Gårdsten, Solar Buildings project in the City of Göteborg

2. Hammarby Sjöstad project in the City of Stockholm

3. Viikki project in the City of Helsinki

In closer consideration of the projects the jury prioritized projects which have proven success and which have shown potential for mainstreaming. The importance lies not only in setting high targets but also in the continuing commitment in fulfilling them and finally showing the results and acknowledging the short-comings. 
Although there are other European projects that challenge these, they are outside of the geographical area of this award scheme. Also, the host city decided not to put forward a project for the award. 

Before announcing the winner the jury would like to make a more general statement: The politicians should be aware that without their actions these pilot projects would remain just that. The challenge is for them to facilitate all projects being sustainable by a combination of legislation and incentives, using both sticks and carrots. 
On the basis of all the foregoing the jury has made its decision.

The award winner for the Best Sustainable City Development Practice in the North Sea and Baltic Region is project Viikki in the City of Helsinki, Finland.

Conference delegates were able to read about the nominated projects outside the main exhibition area and give their vote. The public has decided that the winner of the Best Sustainable City Development Practice in the North Sea and Baltic region should be 
project Viikki in the City of Helsinki, Finland
In total 30 delegates votes for a project.
